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Natchitoches Star Shines Brighter: 
Miss Merry Christmas 2024 Layla Nicole Johnson Joins Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Publisher: Latorria Freeman

Natchitoches, LA– The High Class Eta Kappa Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated proudly announces that Miss 
Layla Nicole Johnson, crowned Miss Merry Christmas 2024, has 
been officially welcomed into the sisterhood of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated. A proud Natchitoches native and standout 
community leader, Miss Johnson’s induction recognizes her 
exceptional dedication to service, leadership, and uplifting others. As 
Miss Merry Christmas 2024, she has embodied grace and generosity 
by spreading holiday cheer and championing initiatives that support 
families and youth throughout the Natchitoches community. 

Joining Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, is an incredible 
honor and a true blessing for Miss Layla Nicole Johnson. She is thrilled 
to become part of this powerful legacy of scholarship, sisterhood, and 
service. She looks forward to continuing her work alongside her new 
sisters to make a meaningful difference in the community and beyond. 
The High Class Eta Kappa Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated, celebrates the addition of Miss Johnson, who 
exemplifies the sorority’s core principles of unity, scholarship, and 
service to all mankind. Layla’s light, leadership, and commitment to 
community service align perfectly with the values of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha. The chapter is excited to welcome her into the sisterhood and to 
watch her continue to shine as she serves with purpose. 

Founded in 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is the oldest Greek-letter 
organization established by African American college-educated women. The sorority remains 
dedicated to programs that promote education, health, family strengthening, and community 
empowerment. The Natchitoches community joins in congratulating Miss Layla Nicole Johnson 
on this prestigious achievement. Her induction highlights the outstanding talent and character 
emerging from residents and strengthens the bonds of sisterhood and service in the region.
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The Officers and Members of the St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church  

Bermuda Community, Natchez, LA

Cordially Invites Everyone to Join Us As We Celebrate

This Event Will Take Place On

Sunday, May 3, 2026

at 11:00 AM

SPECIAL GUEST

REV. RONNIE EVANS

of Summer Hill Baptist Church, Evelyn, LA

 Thanking You in Advance for Your Prayers and Presence

Rev. Abraham Helaire, Officiating Minister

and The St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church Family

OUR ANNUAL SENIOR CITIZENS DAY PROGRAM

391 St. Paul Church Road, Natchez, LA 71456
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Natchitoches Crime Stoppers: Help Keep Your Community Safe

Natchitoches Crime Stoppers is a community-supported nonprofit program that works with 
local law enforcement to solve crimes and prevent future ones. By providing anonymous 
tips, residents can play a key role in fighting crime while potentially earning cash rewards. If 
you have information about a crime in Natchitoches Parish, you can submit it anonymously 
and confidentially. Your tip could lead to an arrest and qualify for a reward—amounts have 
been listed up to $2,000–$5,000 depending on the case.
Easy Ways to Submit a Tip:

• Call the hotline: Dial 318-238-2388 (available 24/7). Simply share what you know—

no personal details required.

•  Online or app: Download the P3 Tips app on your smartphone or visit p3tips.com to 

submit electronically. You'll receive a reference number to follow up anonymously if 

needed.

All tips remain strictly confidential, and callers never have to give their name or appear in 

court. Your information matters. Whether it's details about a recent crime, suspicious 

activity, or unsolved cases, speaking up helps make Natchitoches safer for everyone. If 

your tip leads to an arrest, you may be eligible for a reward. For more details, visit the 

official site: natchitochescrimestoppers.com. 

Tip submission hotline: 318-238-2388

Stay vigilant and report responsibly—together, we can reduce crime in our community.

https://natchitochescrimestoppers.com/
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Natchitoches Ward 1 City Court Judge Election: 
Side-by-Side Key Highlights (Owsley vs. Benjamin)

Incumbent Robert Owsley Challenger Cloyd Benjamin Jr.

Current Position: Serving as Natchitoches City 

Court Judge for the City of Natchitoches and Ward 

One since 2020

•Core Commitment: Delivering fairness, respect, 

dignity, and accountability — ensuring every person 

in the courtroom is treated with dignity and given 

the opportunity to be heard

•Court Responsibilities: Oversees misdemeanor 

criminal cases, traffic violations, civil disputes under 

$25,000, evictions, and juvenile cases that directly 

impact daily community life

•Key Achievements:

• Modernized court operations with updated 

technology for electronic payments and 

civil filings, making the system more 

accessible and efficient for the public

• Partnered with City Marshal Randy 

Williams to strengthen courthouse security, 

improving safety for staff and citizens

• Established a community service program 

for juvenile offenders, offering constructive 

accountability and reconnection with the 

community

• Co-launched the FINS (Families in Need of 

Services) program in 2025 with Anita 

Dubois to provide early intervention and 

support for at-risk youth and families

•Overall Message:

• Continuing to serve with integrity, experience, and 

a focus on practical improvements that benefit the 

people of Natchitoches

•Candidacy Announced: March 28, 2026, for 

Natchitoches Ward 1 City Court Judge

•Professional Background: Over 40 years of 

dedicated service in the justice system with a 

lifelong commitment to justice, service, and 

community

•Early Career:

•Started as the youngest deputy with the 

Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office while 

attending Northwestern State University

•Served as a federal officer with the Bureau 

of Prisons

•Legal Education & Experience:

•Earned Juris Doctor from Southern 

University Law Center

•Clerked for the Louisiana State Legislature 

and Louisiana Attorney General’s Office; 

appointed City Prosecutor in Shreveport

•Practiced with Piper & Associates and 

founded the Benjamin Law Firm in 

Natchitoches

•Prosecutorial Leadership:

•Served as Assistant District Attorney under 

DA Van Kyzar, managing all Natchitoches 

City Court cases and prosecuting felonies in 

District Court

•Promoted to First Assistant District Attorney 

by DA Billy Joe Harrington in 2017, serving 

until retirement in February 2026

•Unique Perspective: Brings rare, 

comprehensive experience as law 

enforcement officer, prosecutor, defense 

attorney, and civil trial attorney — delivering 

balanced judgment and fairness

•Personal Commitment: Committed to 

upholding the law with integrity, ensuring 

fairness in every case, and serving 

Natchitoches with honor
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Bayou Kubota Celebrates New Natchitoches Location with Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony

Photos Credit: Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce

Natchitoches turned out in strong numbers today for the Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony celebrating the grand opening of Bayou Kubota’s 

new location. Bayou Kubota has earned a solid reputation for 

delivering dependable equipment, quality service, and trusted 

support for agricultural, industrial, and property maintenance needs. 

The new Natchitoches site marks an exciting expansion and a 
significant investment in the local community.
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Please vote Yes for Constitutional Amendment 5 on the ballot for May 16. The amendment 
raises the age of retirement for Judges in Louisiana to 75 years, from the current 70-year 
retirement mandate. The reasons are simple.

• The voters are best suited to decide if a candidate should continue to serve.

• Experienced, highly qualified Judges are being forced into retirement.

• People are living longer productive lives and working longer.

• No other political office has a mandatory retirement age.

• By Supreme Court oversight, incompetent Judges can already be removed.

While the amendment does not put an end to what can only be called age bias, it does 
soften its effect. Voting Yes to raise the age is simply the right thing to do. In this election 
cycle alone, some 60 Judges of the approximately 360 in the State are being forced to 
retire. While some are doing so voluntarily, many others have an earnest desire to 
continue to serve the people of this great state. They should have the opportunity to do so, 
and it should be up to the voters to decide if they can continue, not some arbitrary age 
limit.

Early voting starts May 2 and ends May 9.

For more information go to http://www.yeson5for75.com

Thank you for your consideration.

Judge Van H. Kyzar

Vote Yes for Constitutional Amendment 5 on the ballot for May 16

Judge Van H. Kyzar

http://www.yeson5for75.com/
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Paid for by Citizens Against Age Discrimination 
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Lakeview High School’s band has achieved a 
historic milestone, becoming the first band in the 
school’s history to earn a sweepstakes trophy at the 
state level. The band was evaluated in five 
categories by three judges, who unanimously 
awarded Superior ratings across every category. 
Competing against more than 25 bands from 
District 2—representing six different parishes—only 
two bands earned this top distinction. This 
outstanding accomplishment highlights the talent, 
dedication, and hard work of the Lakeview High 
School band members and their directors. 
Congratulations to the entire band on this 
remarkable achievement!

Lakeview High School Band Makes History with 
State Sweepstakes Trophy 
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Incumbent Mayor Patsy Johnson 

Ward Hoover

•(Seeking re-election – in office since July 1, 

2022)

Slogan: “Let My Work Speak for Me”

•Key Accomplishments & Highlights: Over 50 

years of public service as a community organizer, 

politician, advocate for justice, and ordained 

minister at Pentecost Baptist Church

•Established the first written Policies and 

Ordinances to govern the Village of Natchez

•Launched a Clean-Up Campaign to reduce blight 

and increase property values

•Implemented an initiative to collect unpaid sewer 

bills and successfully passed a sewer rate 

increase to improve the sewage system

•Secured funding to build the first Village City Hall 

and obtained over $2 million in projects for a new 

sewer plant, improved drainage, and two new 

reserved lift stations

•Launched a village-wide beautification campaign

•Started the Mayor’s Volunteer Team that uses 

their own funds to enhance community 

beautification

•Established the first Juneteenth Celebration in 

Natchez

•Created the first Christmas on Main Street 

celebration

•Installed a Wall Tribute in City Hall honoring all 

past Mayors of Natchez

•Received the Citizen’s League Award for 

Dedication and Support of Growth for Natchez

•Plans to lead efforts for a new library in the 

Village of Natchez in 2026

Background: Educated in Louisiana and Texas 

schools; certifications in Telemarketing & 

Communication, Certified Nurse’s Assistant; 

married to Edward Hoover; mother of three 

college-educated daughters.

Challenger Monique Hamilton-

Sarpy

•(Former Alderman – 8+ years / 2 terms)

•Key Accomplishments & Highlights: Secured 

$1,000,035 in funding for the 

Watershed/Drainage Project

•Obtained $125,000 from Love Louisiana for 

park improvements

•Acquired $3,250 from KLB for new Village 

signage

•Secured $25,000 in LGAP funds for police 

department equipment

•Obtained a used police unit for the Police 

Department

•Secured trash receptacles for the Village

•Gained $75,000 from the Commission office 

for lights and light poles at the old town 

hall/park

•Planned Priorities if Elected Mayor: Seek 

funding for improved lighting throughout the 

entire community

•Work with DOTD to install pedestrian 

crossings and sidewalks

•Address critical sewer repairs and expansion

•Pursue funding and opportunities to benefit 

residents (jobs/resources)

•Invest in road repairs and other capital outlay 

projects

•Promote community unity and treat all 

residents with respect

Background: Lifelong Natchez resident; 

married with two children; holds a Bachelor’s 

in Business Administration (minor in Computer 

Information Systems) and a degree in General 

Studies with Criminal Justice emphasis; 

multiple certifications including 

Entrepreneurship, Hospitality, SHRM, and 

Small Business Development; member of 

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

Natchez Mayor Candidates at a Glance

Patsy Johnson Ward Hoover (Incumbent) • Monique Hamilton-Sarpy (Challenger)
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NPSO Congratulates Two Deputies on 30 Years of Service

The Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office proudly congratulates Lt. Derick Turner and 

Lt. Dennis Harper on reaching 30 years of dedicated service to the citizens of 

Natchitoches Parish. Both lieutenants have shown unwavering commitment, 

professionalism, and integrity throughout their careers, making a lasting impact on the 

agency and the community. Lt. Turner currently serves in the Youth Services Division, 

where he mentors and educates young people while building positive relationships. Lt. 

Harper works in the Corrections Division, helping ensure the safe and effective 

operation of the parish detention system. Sheriff Stuart Wright praised the pair, noting 

that their dedication reflects the core values of the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office 

and sets an example for all personnel. The NPSO extends its sincere appreciation to 

Lt. Turner and Lt. Harper for their long-standing commitment to public safety and 

service to the community.

Photos Credit: NPSO



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana



April 26, 2026The Real News Louisiana

Natchitoches Boys & Girls Club Kids Help Clean Up During Love the Boot Week

During Love the Boot Week (April 18–26, 2026), enthusiastic kids from Natchitoches’ 

local Boys & Girls Club joined thousands of volunteers across Louisiana in the state’s 

largest litter removal and beautification effort. Organized by Keep Louisiana Beautiful, 

the week-long initiative encouraged communities to pick up trash and spruce up public 

spaces in honor of America’s 250th birthday. 

Armed with gloves, grabbers, and trash bags, the young volunteers helped to clean 

around the club. Their energy turned the cleanup into a fun lesson in teamwork, 

responsibility, and environmental care. Club leader De’Andrea Sanders noted that 

hands-on activities like this builds pride and teaches kids they can make a real 

difference in their communities. “Seeing the impact of their own efforts gives them 

confidence and a sense of ownership,” one coordinator said. Love the Boot Week 

continues to grow, with volunteers statewide removing hundreds of tons of litter each 

year. 

Gallery: Boys & Girls Club Kids in Action 

During Love the Boot Week Cleanups Small hands made a big impact this Love the 

Boot Week — a reminder that community pride starts young. Events like these prove 

Louisiana shines brighter when everyone, especially its kids, pitches in.

Photos Credit: De’Andrea Sanders
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Biology Students Gain Rare Hands-On Experience with Threatened Louisiana 

Pinesnake

Students in the biology program with a wildlife 

management concentration recently participated in a 

valuable field experience, assisting the Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in tagging a 

Louisiana pinesnake. The Louisiana pinesnake is a 

federally threatened and state-imperiled species, 

making this hands-on opportunity particularly rare and 

meaningful for the aspiring wildlife professionals. This 

real-world project allowed the students to apply 

classroom knowledge while contributing to the 

conservation of one of Louisiana’s most vulnerable 

snake species.

Photos Credit: NSU
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NATCHITOCHES – The City of Natchitoches Main Street Program invites local organizations, 

camps, and community groups to take part in this year’s Summer Splash, returning on Tuesday, 

April 28, 2026.

Summer Splash will take place from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Natchitoches Events Center. 

This annual event is free and open to the public and serves as a one-stop opportunity for 

families to explore summer programs and activities available throughout the community.

Summer Splash, organized by the Natchitoches Main Street Program, is designed to connect 

families with local organizations offering summer camps, educational programs, recreational 

activities, and youth opportunities. Attendees will have the chance to gather information, meet 

program representatives, and register for upcoming summer offerings.

The Main Street Program is currently seeking vendors and participants for the event. Local 

businesses, nonprofits, camps, and organizations that host summer programs or provide services 

for youth and families are encouraged to participate. This is a great opportunity to promote 

programs, share information, and engage directly with the community as families plan their 

summer schedules.

For more information or to request a participation form, please contact the City of Natchitoches 

Main Street Office at (318) 357-3822 or email ewhitlow@natchitochesla.gov 

mailto:ewhitlow@natchitochesla.gov
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS
OPEN CONGRESSIONAL 
GENERAL AND OPEN 
PRIMARY
November 3, 2026

GENERAL ELECTION

December 12, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD

July 29-31, 2026

• Candidates qualify with Secretary of State.
• All other candidates qualify with Clerk of Court. 

The Real News Louisiana April 26, 2026
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS

• District Judges
• District Attorney
•  School Board Members
• Justice of the Peace
•  Constables
• City Court Marshal
• City Court Judge- Ward 1

July 29-31, 2026 April 2026

• Mayor 
• Chief of Police
• Aldermen

Mayors of 
Natchitoches’ Towns 
and Villages through 
the Parish

Village of Natchez

• US Senator
• U.S. Representative
•  Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court 
•  Public Service Commissioner

April 2026July 29-31, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD ELECTION

CLOSED PARTY RACEQUALIFYING PERIOD

The Real News Louisiana April 26, 2026
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NATCHITOCHES:
BOM Bank is proud to support the 
Psalms Christian Academy baseball 
team! Baseball is more than just a 
game—it’s about building character, 
learning teamwork, and developing 
discipline both on and off the field. 
We love seeing these young athletes 
grow into strong leaders through the 
sport they love! Pictured left to 
right: Ethan Stiles, AJ Procell, and 
BOM’s Chelsea May.

RAPIDES:
BOM Bank is proud to support the 
Cenla Bandits 9U Team with a 
donation to help purchase much-
needed equipment. Investing in youth 
sports is an investment in our future—
helping young athletes build 
confidence, learn teamwork, develop 
discipline, and create lasting 
friendships both on and off the field. 
Programs like this play an important 
role in shaping strong individuals and 
strengthening our communities. 
Pictured left to right: Barton Alman 
and BOM’s Jessica Brunson.

SABINE:

Go Lady Cats! BOM Bank is a 
proud sponsor of the Florien 
High School Softball Program! 
We love supporting our local 
student-athletes as they work 
hard, build teamwork, and 
represent their school with 
pride both on and off the field. 
Pictured left to right: BOM’s 
Cole Ryder and Kaylee Sandel.

Caddo/Bossier:
BOM Bank was proud to donate a silent auction item to support 
the fundraising efforts at Fairfield Elementary Magnet School in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. We are honored to support our local 
schools and the important work they do to inspire and educate 
the next generation. Community partnerships like this help 
make a lasting impact for students, teachers, and families. 
Pictured left to right: BOM’s Clint Oliver, Amy Williams 
(Principal), and BOM’s Cole Horton.
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